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PRESS RELEASE 


On the twelfth day of our strike, renowned actors and FTII alumni, Tom Alter and 
Jaideep Ahlawat in an informal interaction with the students expressed their 
unconditional support for the strike called by the students. 


During the session, Mr. Alter clarified why Mr.Gajendra Chauhan is not the right choice 
for the Chairman post, since he wasn’t familiar with the specific requirements of an 
institute like FTII. Given his limited exposure to the medium only in the capacity of an 
actor, he may not have a holistic vision to further art and cinema in India, let alone in 
the institute. 


However, reiterating that his objection was to the appointment and not to an individual, 
he appealed the students to open dialogue with Mr. Chauhan. He advised the students to 
personally meet and explain to him, their reservations, to avoid further stalemate. 


Many progressive student organizations called for a press conference at Marathi 
Patrakar Bhavan, Pune and issued a joint statement pledging support for the students of 
FTII. They asked the government to take a favourable decision, failing which they would 
mobilize a large rally of supporters across the country. 


The protest called in Hyderabad was successful, with students from JNFAU, EFLU and 
many film makers joining in. They plan to take it further with another meeting with 
various artists and concerned citizens on 28" June, at La Makaan, a cultural open space 
in Hyderabad. 


In Kottayam, students from different universities and organisations along with eminent 
film personalities marched from Kottayam Collectorate to Thirunakkara Gandhi Square 
to protest in support of FTII students. Notable among them were K M Kamal, Dr. VC 
Harris, Joshy Mathew and former FTII faculty Mr. Chandramohan Nair. 


Also, yesterday Thrissur Law College students’ second attempt to protest for FTII 
students was again thwarted, with ABVP activists vandalizing property and disrupting 
the proceedings. 


We will soon be informing the ministry about the panel comprising of students, ex- 
students, eminent film makers and academicians, who will represent and put forth our 
concerns before the I&B Ministry. Meanwhile we are yet to receive a fixed date of 
appointment from the ministry. 


Background: 

The students at FTII entered an indefinite strike on 12th June to object against the 
newly appointed FTII Society, the apex body that steers the institute’s vision. The 
appoint mentees were found to have inadequate credentials unfitting of such 
prestigious posts. Mr. Gajendra Chauhan as the Chairman of FTII society along with 
other appointments raises questions over the opaque selection procedure, and puts in 
doubt the governments’ intention regarding the institute’s autonomy and vision. 


This is part of a larger phenomenon affecting institutes and organizations across the 
country such as IIT Bombay, IIM, NFDC, CBFC, MCRC and now FTII. The appointment of 
the Chairman and the other members to the FTII society, make us apprehensive of 
vested interests interfering in cultural and academic spaces. 


We have been receiving consistent support from eminent personalities like Adoor 
Gopalkrishnan, Girish Kasavaralli, Anand Patwardhan, Sriram Raghavan, Rakesh 
Sharma, Ajitha Suchitraveera, Hansal Mehta and many more. Student bodies at SRFTI, 
AISA, JNUSU, TISS, Jadavpur University, NSD and several others have also come forward 
to express their solidarity with our cause. 
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Press Statement 


The recent appointment of Mr. Gajendra Chauhan as the Chairperson and four 
other members of the Governing Council of FTII, Pune, has indeed appalled and 
shocked us. While we categorically make it clear that we have nothing personal 
against the said individuals, we also do understand that nominations to such 
positions are an extremely sensitive affair and should be made keeping in mind 
the specific nature of the institution and its vivid and variegated history. 


It is the vision of the top leadership that shapes the functioning of an institute 
and quality of the education it imparts. The credentials of Mr Chauhan and the 
other four members show no such aptitude for the same. 


We would also like to point out that FTII and the SRFTI have recently been 
granted the status of Centre of Excellence and are technically autonomous 
institutions that should ideally be capable of taking crucial decisions for 
themselves. 


The manner of these aforementioned appointments shows a deliberate 
inclination on the part of the Ministry to turn the clock back. 


It’s exactly the opposite of what we need today to foster and nurture Centres 
of Excellence in our country in any field of knowledge, training and research. 


We condemn the appointments and urge the Government to reconsider the 
decision to retain the stature of the institute which was once chaired by 
stalwarts like Mrinal Sen, Adoor Gopalakrishnan, Shyam Benegal and U. R 
Ananthamurthy. 


Signed: 


Indranil Roy Choudhury, Indranil Mukherjee, Supriyo Sen, Arghyakamal Mitra, 
Shirsha Ray, Anik Dutta, Atanu Ghosh, Anirudhdha Roy Choudhury, Suman 
Mukhopadhyay, Shekhar Das, Sourabh Sarangi, Ananya Chatterjee 
Chakraborty, Debesh Chatterjee, Suman Ghosh, Kaushik Sen, Basab Mullick. 
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